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Diya – a lamp – that spreads light. In our case, it is
illuminating thousands of young lives with quality 
education, one that also builds character.



Diya Pakistan is a professionally managed 
charitable organization committed to eradicating 
poverty by promoting literacy. Diya Pakistan offers 
merit-based scholarships for the most deserving, 
talented and financially distressed students across 
Pakistan, with a mission to enable them to pursue 
their academic objectives and defeat poverty.

Since 1988, Diya has reached out to talented, 
financially distressed students with more than 
500,000 merit scholarships valued in excess of 
Rs 1500 million (USD 10 million), enabling them 
to continue their education. The impact is 
eye-opening.
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Dear Change-Makers,
ASA

From
Your Chairman

Pakistan can only progress when
our youths are equipped with the
right set of knowledge and skills.
You can also draw satisfaction
that more than 500,000 young
lives have been positively
changed with our support over
past decades. That is 500,000
families with a hopeful future!

The professional, honest foundation 
set by our founding trustees, and
led by Mr. Noor Abid and Mr. Afaq
Khan, is indeed a superb legacy 
to build on. We look forward to 
progressing this journey in the 
same passionate, honest way with 
their continued guidance.

I sincerely hope that all our families are healthy and in peace.

This has been yet another year of resilience and passion. You stepped up to make 
a difference in the lives of thousands of highly talented school and university students 
and in the most adverse of situations. As Pakistan recovers from the impact of 
COVID, and educational institutions across the country resume the activities, it is 
time to re-energize our mission.

As Diya, you are a symbol of hope to thousands of students across Pakistan. Every 
life that is enabled with quality education contributes to building the charac-
ter of our society. It also helps alleviate poverty.

The quantum of challenge can be overwhelming. Today there are 50 million people 
below the poverty line in Pakistan, and some 14 million girls and 11 million boys do 
not have access to education. Building an educated Pakistan requires our 
attention. It must remain our single most important priority. Alhamdullilah, your 
positive energy is giving hope to some 50 thousand talented, financially distressed 
students every year.
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Diya – a lamp – that spreads light. In our case, it is
illuminating thousands of young lives with quality 
education, one that also builds character.

Our potential is easily 10x of where we
are today. One student at a time, it is
within our reach to touch the lives of
next 500,000 students. Insha’Allah we
will. Diya’s youth is taking charge.
Many are contributing as regular volun-
teers, continuing the legacy of their
parents. Also, new trustees have joined
the Pakistan, UK and Canada initiatives.
Next is to establish the USA chapter.

This year, the management team has
also been strengthened with senior
professionals who are investing
precious time to ensure a transparent,
efficient, impactful operation. All senior 
management works as volunteers. 
100% of donations reach the student 
beneficiaries and annual audit 
ensures financial transparency.

Pakistan is a country full of potential. I
take this opportunity to sincerely thank
each and every one of our change-makers 
for your untiring support, for dreaming 
big, and for never giving up.

Together, we will continue our
progress towards building an
educated Pakistan.

With my personal best wishes,

Ashar Nazim
Chairman - Diya Pakistan
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Vision, Mission and Values

Enable easy access 
to quality education 
across Pakistan, 
one that helps 
build character. Education is the 

most powerful 
weapon we can 
use to change 

the world.
 Nelson Mandela

Merit scholarships 
for the most deserving, 
talented and financially 
distressed students 
across Pakistan to 
enable them to con-
tinue their education, 
develop higher values 
and defeat poverty.

Vision

Mission
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Values

Purpose Led
Passionate, 
determined and
selfless towards 
achieving your vision.

Integrity
Committed to 
transparency and
accountability at all 
levels.

Meritocracy
Priority for the 
financially distressed 
students across
Pakistan, on merit, 
regardless of
their ethnicity, 
religion or gender.

Impact
Delivering 
measurable results
that demonstrate the 
impact made by each 
one of us.
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Pakistan can only progress when
our youths are equipped with the
right set of knowledge and skills.
You can also draw satisfaction
that more than 500,000 young
lives have been positively
changed with our support over
past decades. That is 500,000
families with a hopeful future!

The professional, honest foundation 
set by our founding trustees, and
led by Mr. Noor Abid and Mr. Afaq
Khan, is indeed a superb legacy 
to build on. We look forward to 
progressing this journey in the 
same passionate, honest way with 
their continued guidance.

Making
A Difference
Diya paves the way for the less privileged who possess the potential 
of making Pakistan a better place. It is a place where ordinary people 
like us come together and work with you to be extraordinary 
change-makers.

Zakat • General Donations • Endowments
Keep Giving

This is a mother’s vision 
come true. Diya started this 
journey in 1988 inspired by 
the deep desire of a visionary 
lady who hailed from 
Baagh-o-Bahaar, a small 
village in Pakistan. She 
wished to see all children 
in her community to be in 
schools and universities. Muhtarma Kaneez Fatima

the visionary lady who sparked Diya’s journey�

Over time, you, our change-makers, aided a mother’s dream 
and we stand supporting a difference across Pakistan. �
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Today some 2,500 generous and kind people are 
supporting close to 50,000 deserving students 
complete their education every year - making a 
difference every day and across Pakistan. 

Over the past three decades, more than 500,000 
scholarships have been awarded to students who 
otherwise had no hope. That is, keeping 500,000 
promises made to our youth.

Diya is channelizing this can-do mindset of Pakistani 
diaspora all over the world to help build an educated 
Pakistan.

500,000 
scholarships
awarded to date
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She came from a 
differently-abled 
family. She was told 
she has no hope of 
getting into school. 
Then you - Team Diya 
- connected with her. 
Fast forward few 
years, she has com-
pleted her Bachelor’s 
and Master’s and now 
working as a lecturer 
at a university in 
Pakistan…

An engineer at Saudi 
Telecom in Riyadh 
calls one day. He had 
achieved his seemingly 
impossible dream: he 
got his engineering 
degree and was 
selected by a leading 
telecom company - 
thanks to Team Diya...

In Dublin, writing
his thesis. Team Diya
gets a letter from this
outstanding achiever. 
He had received a 
modest scholarship 
cheque a few years 
back, when in 
Peshawar, that got 
him going. Did his 
medicine. Represented 
Pakistan in Common-
wealth Games. Got 
featured in BBC 
program. And now is 
returning to King 
Edward College to 
give back. Wanted to 
thank Team Diya…

500,000 
come true 

Such is the impact you are making every day. Bringing 
positive change every year, saving one student at a time.10



A few highly accomplished
individuals of impeccable
integrity take a small start, 
building an effective,
nationwide operational
infrastructure to invest
in the forgotten talent.

Investing their own money, 
building a team of sincere,
passionate volunteers, they
created a stellar impact.

More volunteers and donors 
join hands to create a team of 
2500 people who own the 
cause today.  As a result, 
some 50 thousand most 
deserving students get a 
chance to get into schools 
and universities.

100% of donors’ funds
are routed to beneficiary
students. All operational cost 
are borne by trustees and an 
annual audit is conducted 
from a reputable auditing
firm.
 
Reach is now nationwide
with students from about
2,200 educational and 
vocational training institutes 
benefiting from scholarships.

Our plan is to make Diya a 
platform that is accessible to 
Pakistani diaspora living in 
Middle East, UK, Canada, 
USA and Australia. 

Diya’s platform will make it 
easier for you to support 
talented, financially distressed 
students across Pakistan, in 
your families and towns and 
see the positive change that 
your donations are making.

The next milestone is to help 
you reach out to 100,000 of 
the most deserving students 
ever year with small stipends. 
Every scholarship matters. 
You are creating a meaningful 
impact with your Zakah, 
donations and endowments, 
all for a stronger Pakistan.

Diya at a Glance 

1988-2005 2006-2020 2021-2030
10x ImpactThe launchpadA Promising Start
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Diya at a Glance 
Thank you for 
your generosity 
as we recover 
from the unpitying 
phase of the 
pandemic...

Highlights
 2021

50,000+

You sponsored and saved 
1,200 highly talented
students from losing their 
university admissions as 
soon as academic 
institutions reopened after 
the pandemic.

Doctors and professionals 
from  the US, UK, and Middle 
East launched new scholar-
ship programs for different 
sub-communities including 
their towns and families.

1200+

New Scholarship Funds

1

3

2
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We stayed connected with 
over 50,000 students when 
schools and universities 
closed due to the
pandemic. As these 2,200 
schools and universities 
reopen gradually, our plan 
is to actively encourage 
students to get back into 
schools.



Connect Worldwide
For the second consecutive 
year, more than 100 of us 
were able to join Diya’s 
international meetup on 
Zoom in Ramadan. It was 
great to see like-minded 
people from across the 
world.

3x WhatsApp Groups are 
now operational with 500+ 
members. Spread the word 
and add your friends and 
family to Diya Frontline on 
WhatsApp.

500 + WhatsApp Participants

Registered with EAD and 
Pakistan Center of Philanthropy. 
Diya Pakistan enjoys tax 
exemption status for 
donations in Pakistan.

Stronger Governance

4

5

6

You are supporting 
330 students through 
counseling, mentoring, 
and career guidance 
under the Rahnuma 
program.

Career Build
7
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University
scholarships  
Merit-based scholarships
for university students to
pursue and complete their
education.

Technical &
Vocational
Training
Skills that enable
employment for the
country’s youth.

School
Scholarships
Pakistan has over 25
million children that are out
of school. 12 million children
are in bonded labour.

33% 82% 47% 87% 9%
are female
students

students are
Zakat
deserving

of the
students have 
guardians
with basic
or no formal
schooling

of households have
a monthly income
of $100 or less.

are orphan
students

Such is the impact you are making every day. Bringing 
positive change every year, saving one student at a time.

Where is Your
Money Spent?

You Are Making 
a Strong Impact
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Diya’s
Operating
Principles

100% of your donations reach
the beneficiaries as all administrative

expenses are directly borne by the trustees.

Annual financial audit is conducted by
reputed audit firm in Pakistan and is

available for everyone’s review.

Regular impact assessment ensure your
funds are making a meaningful impact.

Effort led by a team of Pakistanis
of highest repute & integrity, including

Afaq Khan
Irfan Siddiqui
Tariq Sadiq

Saleem Asgharali
Mohammed Haroon

Noor Abid
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Education is for 
improving the lives of 
others and for leaving 
your community and 
world better than you 

found it.
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Marian Wright Edelman
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Diya Education 
Foundation U.K

Diya in the U.K
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Diya Education Foundation UK is registered since 
2017 with the charity commission for England & Wales. 

Since its inception, it has been actively
 fundraising & growing.

DEF UK was recently awarded the gift-aid status by the 
HRMC. This means that every donation made by a 
tax-paying citizen will be topped up by 25% by the 

UK government. 



Incorporated on 26 July 2021,
DEF Canada is a registered charity corporation 

with the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA).

DEF Canada is tax-exempt as a registered charity 
under the Canadian Income Tax act, and is authorised

to issue tax receipts for donations, under their reference:

791619463RR0001  

Diya in Canada
Diya Education 
Foundation Canada
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Enable 56,000 
Students via 
Scholarships

Expand Social 
Media Team 
x Connect 
Worldwide

Build Diya
 in the US

Accelerate
Diya UK and
Diya Canada

Build
Technology 

Platform

Mentor 100 
Students x 
Rahnuma 
Program
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2022
How To Make A 
Difference In





www.diyapak.org

Annual Report 2020

Annual Report 2020

EDUCATION

Diya Pakistan
MAKING A DIFFERENCE - SINCE 1988

KEEP LEARNING
access to education in COVID era

Saving Lives, Bringing Hope
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Donate • Volunteer • Coach

Keep Giving

US DOLLARS

Meezan Bank Limited
A/c No: 1201 0100 794985

Swift Code: MEZNPKKA 17, 18

City Center Br.
Rahim Yar Khan, Pakistan

IBAN:
PK81MEZN0012010100794985

PAK RUPEES

Meezan Bank Limited
A/c No: 1201 0100 794339

Swift Code: MEZNPKKA 17, 18

City Center Br.
Rahim Yar Khan, Pakistan

IBAN:
PK63MEZN0012010100794339

GBP

TransferWise Bank
Account Title:

Diya Education Foundation

Sort Code: 23-14-70

IBAN:
GB56 TRWI 2314 7038 607230

Account number: 38607230

Drop us an email: manager@diyapak.org


