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Inside Every
Child Is A Rainbow
Waiting To Shine

by Suzanne Baines
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Dear Change-Makers, ASA

I sincerely pray that all our families are 
keeping safe and healthy.

As a nation, we have 25 million broken 
promises. Some 14 million girls and 11 
million boys are not going to school. 

Some 24% of our households, or c. 50 
million people, are living below poverty 
line, earning less than 2$ per day. 

Fortunately, we are beginning to see 
some improvements and that gives us 
hope. 

Then there is pandemic. In 2020, 
COVID-19 disrupted our schools, 
universities and vocational institutes that 
were shut down for extended period. 
Our students and their families suddenly 
became even more vulnerable. 

This is when you stepped up again.

You are on a mission to 
promote employable 
education that helps reduce 
poverty in Pakistan. Your 
positive energy is giving 
hope to some 50 thousand 
talented, financially 
distressed students every 
year. Pakistan can only 
progress when our youths 
are equipped with the right 
set of knowledge and skills. 
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You provided instant relief to struggling 
families through ration programs and 
monetary support.

You ensured that your donations continue 
to reach beneficiary students to help them 
continue their education in alternative 
ways possible.

You stayed determined 
and your positive energy 
gave them hope. 
I want to take this opportunity and
give a shoutout to our changemakers 
for without your support, donations 
and empathy, these students would not 
have achieved what they did in a such 
unpredictable times.

We also thank our volunteers who 
continue to be relentless and selfless in 
their efforts during pandemic, and we 
thank them profusely. 

We shall continue this journey of yours 
with stronger determination and passion. 

We are going to win this one.

With my best personal wishes

Afaq Khan
Chairman

Diya is You
From Your Chairman
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Vision, Mission, & Values
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Vision

Mission

Merit scholarships for 
talented, most deserving, 
financially distressed 
students across Pakistan, 
to enable them to 
continue their education, 
develop higher values 
and defeat poverty. 

Enable easy 
access to quality 
education across 
Pakistan, one 
that helps build 
character. 
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Purpose Led
- passionate, determined and 
selfless towards achieving your 
vision 

Integrity
- committed to transparency and 
accountability at all levels

Meritocracy
- priority for the financially 
distressed students across 
Pakistan, on merit, regardless of 
their ethnicity, religion or gender

Impact
- delivering measurable results 
that demonstrate the impact 
made by each one of us

Values

Without 
education 
is complete 
darkness 
and with 
education 
it is light. 
Education is 
a matter of 
life.

Muhammad Ali Jinnah

Vision, Mission, & Values
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Making a
difference

Diya is us ordinary people, some 2,500 individuals 
and institutions today, who have come together to 
own this extra ordinary mission. To be the Change-
Maker. Progressing step at a time. 
Adding purpose to our lives. 

Diya – a lamp – that 
spreads light. In our case 
illuminating thousands of 
young lives with quality 
education. One that also 
builds character.  
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450,000
scholarships have 
been awarded to 
students

Diya is channelizing 
this can-do mindset 
of Pakistani diaspora 
all over the world 
to help build an 
educated Pakistan.

Zakah • General Donations • Endowments

Keep Giving

This is a mother’s vision come true. 
Diya started this journey in 1988 
inspired by deep desire of a visionary 
lady who hailed from Baagh-o-Bahaar, 
a small village in Pakistan. She wished 
to see all children in her community to 
be in schools and universities. 

Today some 2,500 generous, kind 
people are supporting c. 50,000 
deserving students complete their 
education every year. Making a 
difference every day and across 
Pakistan. 

Over past three decades, more than 
450,000 scholarships have been 
awarded to students who otherwise 
had no hope. That is, keeping 450,000 
promises made to our youths. 

Muhtarma Kaneez Fatima,
the visionary lady who
sparked Diya’s journey
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She came from a 
differently-abled family. 
She was told she has 
no hope of getting into 
school. Then you - Team 
Diya - connected with her. 
Fast forward few years, 
today she has completed 
her Bachelor’s and 
Master’s and now working 
as a lecturer at a university 
in Pakistan…

An engineer at Saudi 
Telecom in Riyadh 
calls one day. He had 
achieved his seemingly 
impossible dream – got his 
engineering degree and 
was selected by a leading 
telecom company – thanks 
to Team Diya he said…

In Dublin, writing 
his thesis. Team Diya 
gets a letter from this 
outstanding achiever. He 
had received a modest 
scholarship cheque a 
few years back, when in 
Peshawar, that got him 
going. Did his medicine. 
Represented Pakistan in 
Commonwealth Games. 
Got featured in BBC 
program. And now was 
returning back to King 
Edward College to give 
back. Wanted to thank you 
in Team Diya…

450,000 
Dreams

Come True

Decades of Impact 

Such is the impact you are making every day. Bringing positive 
change every year, with more than 450,000 scholarships. 
Saving one student at a time. 
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1988 - 2005
A promising start. 

A few highly accomplished 
individuals of impeccable 
integrity take a small start. 

Building an effective, 
nationwide operational 
infrastructure to invest in the 
forgotten talent.

Investing their own money. 
Building a team of sincere, 
passionate volunteers. 
Creating stellar impact. 

2006 - 2020
The launchpad.

More volunteers and donors 
join hands. Today a team of 
2500 people own the cause. 

As a result, some 50 
thousand most deserving 
students get a chance to get 
into schools and universities. 

100% of donors’ funds 
are routed to beneficiary 
students. All operational cost 
borne by trustees. Annual 
audit from reputable auditing 
firm. 

Reach is now nationwide 
with students from c. 2,200 
educational and vocational 
training institutes benefiting 
from scholarships.

2021 - 2030
Impact 10X

Plan is to make Diya platform 
accessible to Pakistani 
diaspora living in Middle 
East, UK, Canada, USA and 
Australia. 

Diya platform will make it 
easier for you to support 
talented, financially distressed 
students across Pakistan. In 
your families and towns. And 
see the positive change that 
your donations are making.

Next milestone is to help you 
reach out to 100,000 most 
deserving students ever 
year. Small stipends, every 
scholarship matters. You 
creating meaningful impact 
with your Zakah, Donations 
and Endowments. All for a 
stronger Pakistan.

Diya Pakistan At A Glance
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Saving Lives, 
Bringing Hope

2020 was indeed a 
different year.

Keep Learning. 
You said to 50,000 students on Diya platform as they 
braved the pandemic. 

You kept giving generously. Even when things looked tough.

Volunteers donated more time. Mentoring, coaching, with 
words of encouragement.  Inspiring students to remain 
focused when the going got tough.
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50,000 
Stayed connected with 
some 50,000 students when 
schools and universities 
closed down due to 
pandemic. As these 2,200 
schools and universities 
reopen gradually, plan is to 
actively encourage students 
to get off the streets and 
back into schools

6,100 
You sponsored and saved 
6,100 highly talented 
students from losing their 
university admissions during 
pandemic. 

+7,000 
You sponsored 7,000 
struggling families with 
ration and monetary support 
to help them brave the 
pandemic and job losses.

Connect Worldwide  

More than 100 of us were able to join Diya’s first ever international meetup, on ZOOM. Was 
really good to see like-minded people from across the world. Will do it again this Ramadan.

490 WhatsApp 

3x WhatsApp Group now operational with 490 members. Spread the word. Add your 
friends and family to Diya Frontline on WhatsApp

Stronger Governance 

Focused on new registrations with EAD and Pakistan Center of Philanthropy, and renewal 
of tax exemption status for donations in Pakistan.

Career Build 

You are supporting 330 youngsters through counselling, mentoring and career guidance 
under the Rahnuma program. 

New Scholarship Funds 
Doctors and professionals from US, UK and Middle East launched new scholarship programs 
for different sub-communities and their towns and families.

Highlights 2020
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You are making
a strong impact

Where is your
money spent?

University
scholarships 
Merit-based scholarships
for university students to
pursue and complete their
education.

Technical &
Vocational
Training
Skills that enable
employment for the
country’s youth.

School
Scholarships 
Pakistan has over 25
million children that are out
of school. 12 million children
are in bonded labour.

33% 82% 47% 87% 9%
are female
students

students are
Zakat
deserving

of the
students have 
guardians
with basic
or no formal
schooling

households with
monthly income
of $100 or less.

Orphan
students
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Diya's
Operating
Principles
100% of your donations reach

the beneficiaries as all administrative 
expenses are directly borne by the trustees.

Annual financial audit is conducted by 
reputed audit firm in Pakistan and is 

available for everyone’s review.

Regular impact assessment ensure your 
funds are making a meaningful impact.

Effort led by a team of Pakistanis
of highest repute & integrity. Including

 
Afaq Khan

Irfan Siddiqui
Tariq Sadiq

Saleem Asgharali
Mohammed Haroon

Noor Abid
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Mr.  Afaq Khan
Chairman
Diya Pakistan

Mr. Irfan
Siddiqui
Trustee
Diya Pakistan

Mr. Adil Abid
Trustee
Diya Pakistan

Mr. Noor Ur 
Rehman Abid 
Trustee
Diya Pakistan

Mr. Tariq Sadiq
Trustee
Diya Pakistan

Ms. Maria
Anzar
Trustee
Diya Pakistan

Mr. Mohammad 
Haroon
Trustee
Diya Pakistan

Mr. Ashar
Nazim
Director Planning
& Trustee

Ms. Sana
Ahmed Hassan
Trustee
Diya Education
Foundation

Mr. Saleem 
Asghar Ali
Trustee
Diya Pakistan

Mr. Gul
Mohammad
Director Finance
& Trustee

Mr. Saad 
Asghar Ali
Trustee
Diya Pakistan

Board
of Trustees

Brig (R) Aftab 
Ahmad
President
Diya Pakistan

Brig (R) Iftikhar 
Hussain Shah
Vice President 
Diya Pakistan
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Passionate, connected and
a diverse team of individuals.

Management
Team

Diya
Pakistan

Diya
Pakistan

Diya
Pakistan

Muhammad 
Kabir Malik
CEO
Diya Pakistan

Col (R) Zafar
Islam Tariq
Finance Secretary
Diya Pakistan

Brig (R) Aftab 
Ahmad
President
Diya Pakistan

Brig (R) Iftikhar 
Hussain Shah
Vice President 
Diya Pakistan
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Diya in the UK

Registered since 2017 with the
Charity Commission for England & Wales.

Actively fundraising & growing

Recently awarded the gift-aid status by the 
HMRC i.e. every donation made by a

tax-paying citizen will be topped up by
25% by the UK government.

Diya Education Foundation
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How You Lived 2020
A glimpse of how you, 

Team Diya, made an impact in 2020.

Mindful
Muhammad
  
I stood strong even after being 
diagnosed with Hepatitis B. I had lost 
my father early in my life. However, 
I was determined to complete his 
dream of educating me. I strived from 
one institute to another, and financial 
shortcomings were always a mental 
and physical burden. I managed 
to complete my intermediate and, 
with the blessings of Allah Almighty, 
got admission in MBBS program. I 
had never felt as relieved as when 
someone from Diya connected and 
gave scholarship. I wish to serve and 
aid humanity just like Diya has given 
me a helping hand to complete my 
education. 

Hear from
Davar  
I am not sure where my life started. 
With a father who earned daily 
wage of 120 rupee. Or seeing my 
mother return, tired to the bone, after 
working all day as a maid in different 
houses. Then our father abandoned 
my mother, my brother, and me at 
a young age. But, the aging lines of 
my mother’s face never let me give 
up on her dreams. I progressed with 
Allah The Almighty’s guidance, the 
endless prayers of my mother, and 
the financial support from Diya. I am 
now a student in the MBBS program, 
and I am content that one day, I will 
be a doctor that my mother sees in 
me. I meet my everyday expenses by 
providing tuition, and Diya Pakistan 
aids my tuition fees. I am determined 
to be the help one day, for students 
with potential to win the world but 
suffering from financial hardships. 

Sidrah 
shining 

Being a student in the final year of 
MBBS feels surreal as I come from 
a family where female education is 
not a concept, to begin with. Losing 
my father at the age of 8 caused 
our world come crashing down. It 
forced my brother to work at our 
late father’s shop and abandon his 
education. My late father and my 
mother dreamt of seeing me become 
a doctor one day. I made their dream 
my passion. The fuel was them, and 
the reality that sped me through was 
Diya Pakistan. Despite the hurdles 
and the crises, I stand near my goal 
with Allah’s blessing, prayers of my 
late father and mother, and Diya 
Pakistan’s financial help

Hina 
empowered  
Coming from a rural background 
where education for women is 
not understood, I had dreams and 
passion that could not fit my society’s 
minds. But this factor did not pull 
me down. I knew I had the potential, 
and I was sure that Allah Almighty 
bestowed on me the drive to use my 
intellectual skills to strive and be of 
significance to the tiny world around 
me. Why did Diya choose me? I am 
not sure. But what I am sure of is that 
I will lead the girls in my area and 
spread awareness of the importance 
of education for our development. 
This empowerment in me is fueled by 
Diya’s financial help, and I shall make 
sure that I pass it on when I complete 
my MBBS. 

Determined
Muniba  
The concept of an enjoyable 
childhood, kitty parties, and school 
birthdays are foreign to me. Being 
in a family of 9 members in a home 
of 2 rooms was what I was blessed 
with, and we thank Allah for it every 
day. I used to meet my academic 
needs by finding a spot in the 
kitchen or maybe a floor around the 
house. My mother’s determination 
and my father’s honesty had always 
compelled me to keep trying. I came 
across your organization. It gave me 
hope to afford my education as my 
father had worked untiringly and 
retired at the age of 60. I pledge to 
one day be a part of our organization 
and support children in their darkest 
hour like Diya aided me in mine.
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How To Make a
Difference in

2021

Enable 56,000 
Students via 
Scholarships

Expand Social 
Media Team 
x Connect 
Worldwide

Build Canada 
and US Teams

Accelerate
Diya x UK

Build
Technology 

Platform

Mentor 100 
Students x 
Rahnuma 
Program
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Donate • Volunteer • Coach

Keep Giving

US DOLLARS

Meezan Bank Limited
A/c No: 1201 0100 794985

Swift Code: MEZNPKKA 17, 18

City Center Br.
Rahim Yar Khan, Pakistan

IBAN:
PK81MEZN0012010100794985

PAK RUPEES

Meezan Bank Limited
A/c No: 1201 0100 794339

Swift Code: MEZNPKKA 17, 18

City Center Br.
Rahim Yar Khan, Pakistan

IBAN:
PK63MEZN0012010100794339

GBP

TransferWise Bank
Account Title:

Diya Education Foundation

Sort Code: 23-14-70

IBAN:
GB56 TRWI 2314 7038 607230

Account number: 38607230

Drop us an email: manager@diyapak.org


